LEARNING   TO   READ   AND   WRITE

and attractive notices. In writing these labels, the
children should copy the word, phrase or sentence as a
whole, from the teacher's copy (previously prepared),
for, at this stage, writing is merely another form of
drawing, i.e. instead of drawing a picture of a cake,
the child draws its name.

The scribble drawing of the nursery stage can easily
be directed towards the production of rhythmic pat-
terns. Using large sheets of kitchen paper, charcoal
and tempera paint, the children will often produce
patterns of real beauty. -The foundations of these
rhythmic patterns may sometimes be the letter forms, as
suggested by Miss Richardson, but we should beware
of the exclusive use of one type of element lest the work
tend to become stereotyped and mechanical. (See
Plate VII.)

Systematic Work

At the age of six or six and a half, we may wish to
give the children systematic practice in writing. Since
they must eventually learn some form of cursive writing*
it is worth while considering the type of script that we
shall give them at this stage. It should be bold and
simple in form and of a type that, under the speed
conditions of the later stages, will retain its legibility
and pleasing appearance. The script suggested by
Miss Marion Richardson meets these requirements.

Up to the age of six there seems to be no doubt that
the little writing that a child does should be of a
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